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These rules are available in print or online. The club will endeavour to keep a copy at the modelling site and provide 
all members with a copy. 

RPAS operation (RPA with an all-up flying weight between 250 grams and 25kg) is prohibited at this site because this 
MAAC flying site is located within Vancouver International Airport Class C Controlled Airspace. 

The Richmond RC Flying Club allows the following modelling categories: 

 Micro Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (mRPAS). 

Administrative 
The Richmond RC Flying Club is located at Manoah Steves Park, Richmond, BC and is approved for model aircraft 
use by members and guests of the Richmond RC Flyers Club by the City of Richmond and School District 38. 

All persons using this modelling site must: 

1) Be MAAC members in good standing. 

2) Be members of the Richmond RC Flying Club or an invited guest and 

3) Agree to follow the MAAC Safety Code and all other club rules. 

4) No smoking on the park property. 

5) Storage container code is documented in your membership package welcome letter. 

6) As a club that shares field usage with the public, any member found in violation of flying in an unsafe 
manner or in out-of-bounds areas can immediately be suspended from using these facilities for a period of 
up to thirty (30) days. Members found in subsequent violation can be terminated from active membership 
of the club permanently.  All club members must always adhere to the Code of Conduct. 

7) Agreements have been made between the city and our club regarding the times we are allotted to the use 
the field.  Activities scheduled by Richmond Parks take precedence over all other. 

8) mRPA shall only be flown during rented field times and are permitted on weekends, holidays, during 
school vacation and after 5PM on school days. 

9) mRPA shall only be flown when no organized sporting events or organized public functions are in 
progress. 

10) In the event of confrontation, take the avenue of least resistance. Remember this is a park and a public 
place. All members must use common sense when flying mRPA, especially where public safety is of concern.  
To report any trouble or misuse contact the City of Richmond at parks@richmond.ca or at 604-244-1208. 

11) In an emergency, phone (9-11) and the civic address for first responders is: 

10111 Fourth Ave, Richmond, BC V7E 1V5. 

General Site Rules 
12) A fire extinguisher must be present for all powered model operations. 

13) Flying/modelling is not permitted if non-modellers occupy the site. DO NOT breach this rule – wait for 
others to finish or come back another time. 

14) The site is limited to operation starting at 8:00 am and ending at 9:00 pm. 

15) No flying/modelling will commence until half an hour after sunrise and end half an hour before sunset, the 
time of which is available on the Weather Network App for the town of Richmond, BC. Night 
flying/modelling is prohibited at the Richmond RC Flying Club.  
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16) Members can only hold events or competitions if the club has received additional green space permission. 

17) Safety cones must be used to mark the modelling area – no exceptions. 

18) Clean up after you leave – do not leave any garbage or crashed airplane parts behind. 

19) All damage to the turf, trees or other park features will be charged back to the club or members. 

20) Always have a copy of the City of Richmond agreement with you while modelling. 

mRPAS Specific Rules 
21) The Richmond RC Flyers Club will have a calibrated scale located in the storage container and available to 

ensure all member mRPAS do not exceed the 249-gram weight limit and 

22) The Richmond RC Flyers Club executive will enforce the mRAPS weight limit, all models will be weighed at 
the start of each flying session, no exceptions club membership will be revoked consequently for breaching 
the weight limit. 

23) There is no mRPAS pilot competency required to fly at this site. 

24) Junior Members operating mRPAS (under 14 Years of age) must be accompanied by parent or legal guardian 
or sponsor Member to participate in active flying. 

25) The City of Richmond does not permit the operation of Drones. 

Normal operating procedures and Club safety rules 
26) All members shall follow the applicable Canadian Aviation Regulations. 

27) All pre-flight inspections or model assembly shall be done in the designated area away from the active 
modelling area. 

28) Batteries shall not be connected to electric-powered models unless the model is restrained in the 
designated start-up area – no exceptions. 

29) Gas/glow/turbine models are not allowed. 

30) An mRPAS must weigh less than 249 grams and maximum model airspeed must be less than forty-three 
(43) knots. 

31) The direction of launches, take-off landing, and vehicle traffic pattern will be determined by the prevailing 
winds. If there is no wind, all take-offs etc., shall be south or west but away from the sun. 

32) Hand launching and bungee launching shall be done in agreement with any pilots flying – normally off to one 
side of the pilot stations.  

33) Flying area warning signs must be setup on the pathway at either entrance to the park while members are 
operating mRPAS. 

34) Orange safety cones/pylons must be setup 40 meters from the outer edge of the school property at 3 meter 
intervals. 

mRPAS Site rules 
35) MAAC members conducting mRPAS activities shall give way or otherwise immediately get out of the way of 

all full-scale aircraft – no exceptions. 

36) The flying field at Manoah Steves primarily utilizes the two south soccer fields as well as the ball diamonds 
on the North side.  Please refer to the Manoah Steves Field Layout diagram for setup details. 
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37) Our flying area as measured from the center of the A.M. pilot station is an area 400’ north - south and 550’ 
west. Refer to the site flying area map for no-fly zone depictions; members are reminded to always stay far 
away from the school. No flying within 40m of the edge of the school property to the east.  Please refer to 
the Manoah Steves Field Layout diagrams. 

38) No flying will commence until half an hour after sunrise and end half an hour before sunset, the time of 
which is available on the Weather Network App for the town of Richmond.  Night flying is/not allowed at the 
Richmond RC Flying Club Manoah Steves Park site. 

39) Richmond RC Flying Club members shall check for CAM9 -related NOTAM either using the NAV CANADA 
NOTAM portal or the RPAS Wilco app.  If you are the first pilot of the day and have printed an RPAS Wilco 
site survey, please leave it at the site for fellow modellers to reference. 

40) No mRPA flying will occur below the MAAC-mandated weather minimum: 

a. If cloud is present below 1000’ above the model flying area 

b. a horizontal visibility requirement of less than 3sm around the flying area, and 

c. If there are other obscuring conditions (fog, smoke, haze etc.) which could make spotting full-scale 
aircraft difficult. 

41) In the event of any type of model “fly-away” towards the CYVR Airport or CAM9 Aerodrome, you must call 
the CYVR ATC at their emergency only number 604-75-9531 and advise them of the issue.  

42) In the event of an emergency, such as a fire, injury to any person or any other type of event requiring 
emergency services, call 9 -1-1 and give them our location. 

43) Manoah Steves Park is in controlled airspace, visual observers are mandatory. The following are club 
procedures for ensuring full-scale aviation safety: 

a. At least one visual observer shall stand (no sitting allowed) within arm’s length of any pilot flying. 

b. The sole role is to scan for approaching full-scale aircraft – do not watch the mRPA. Pay particular 
attention to the west and north directions for aircraft departing/arriving at CYVR/CAM9. 

c. The visual observer may use the Club handheld receiver to monitor CAM9 traffic on 118.7. However, 
aircraft operating NORDO (no radio) are possible, so visual scanning is mandatory. 

d. When the visual observer or any other member spots/hears a full-scale airplane that might come 
near the site, they are to yell out “AIRPLANE” loudly. 

e. Upon hearing this notification, ALL Pilots must immediately descend to as low an altitude as possible 
and then land as soon as safely able. 

f. When the full-scale airplane is no longer a threat, the person who gave the warning shall yell “ALL 
CLEAR,” or the pilots may make that determination themselves and resume flying. 

44) If there is any type of near miss or safety concern between a full-scale aircraft or a bystander and our 
models, ALL modelling SHALL cease immediately. The members involved should fill out a MAAC reportable 
occurrence report and submit that to MAAC and the Club executive and follow MAAC policy with the 
following exceptions: 

a. If the member(s) involved believe the risk was very minimal, they may complete their own self-
declaration or risk assessment using the MAAC form. Submit a copy of the form to the club 
executive when able, and you must keep this form for one year. Resume modelling when done.  

b. If the member or Club executive deems the event serious, modelling will not resume until members 
are given permission by the Club executive – in writing. 
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c. If there is actual contact between an aircraft, bystander and a MAAC model – all modelling will 
cease until MAAC confirms we may resume operations. 

d. This process is for your protection. 

Operations within 3 nm of an Aerodrome 
45) The Richmond RC Flying Club operates within 3nm of an aerodrome as listed in the CFS/CWAS and is 

required to provide all members with the following information: 

a. The aerodrome’s name is YVR South CAM9 and it is located 2.4 nautical miles north from our 
modelling site. 

b. The aerodrome includes the South Terminal Building and the public Floatplane Facility on the Fraser 
River. It is a hub for regional and coastal air services, float planes, helicopter operations, corporate 
charters, sport fishing camps and aerospace facilities and is home to 65 general aviation aircraft.  

c. There are/no CFS RPA procedures and no other CFS PRO comments that affect our modelling site. 

d. The club executive has not contacted the operator (OPR) of CAM9, and they have expressed no 
issues with our mRPAS site. 

46) There are no other risk mitigating strategies required at the Richmond RC Flying Club. 

47) The Club executive will review these rules at least once a year. 
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Richmond RC Flyers Club (Manoah Flyers) Reg #797 
 

Manoah Steves Model Aircraft Flying Area 

 
 

Red zone indicates flying area 400’ left and right of Pilot Stations – 550‘Deep. 

Pilot Station Coordinates 
49.13903N 123.18858W 

No Flying within 40M of School Property to the East. 

YVR South is 2.4NM N 
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Manoah Steves Model Aircraft Flying Field Layout 
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CFS Entry 
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Other Diagrams 
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